
NOW OPEN!

Call Katie for more information today! 
(608) 620-6010

471 Prairie Way Blvd.
Verona, WI

noelmanorliving.com

• a legacy of caring •
independent • assisted

memory care
•  Spacious Apartments with a Variety of Floor Plans

•  Free Transportation 7 Days a Week
• Home-Cooked Meals

 • Housekeeping 
• On-Site Salon 

• Underground Parking
• Movie Theatre
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Eat. Drink. Polka.
Sunday,April 23 • 3-7p.m.
New Glarus Hotel Restaurant

Zweifel Brothers Polka, Swiss Heritage Music,
Alphorns, Raclette, Local Food Specialties

Silent Auction + Wine Pull + 50/50Raffle

Proceeds support

$10 Admission

Tickets available at www.vapas.org, State Bank of Cross Plains-Verona, Capitol Bank-Verona or call (608) 848-2787
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Classic Nashville

Roadshow
with Jason Petty

&
Katie Deal

Classic hits honoring the most
beloved country greats

Sat., April 22 • 7:30 pm
VAHS Performing Arts Center

300 Richard St., Verona
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VACT debuts ‘West 
Side Story’ April 27
KATE NEWTON
Unified Newspaper Group

A cast of nearly 100 
youth performers will 
take the stage in Verona 
Area Community The-
ater’s “West Side Story,” its 
eighth all-teen production, 
next week.

The musical, set in 1950s 
New York City and based 
on William Shakespeare’s 
t r agedy  “Romeo  and 
Juliet,” tells the story of 
“two young lovers caught 
between their  warring 
street gangs,” according to 
a VACT press release.

P e r f o r m a n c e s  a r e 
planned for 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 27, and 
Friday, April 28, as well 
as 2 and 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, April 29, at the Verona 
Area High School Perform-
ing Arts Center.

Easton Smith and Reese 
Clostermery share the role 
of Tony, a former mem-
ber of the Jets who falls in 
love with Maria (played by 
Mattie Kantor and Oliv-
ia Foght). Complications 
soon ensue, as Maria’s 
brother is the head of the 
Puerto Rican Sharks.

“(Tony and Maria’s) 
struggle to find love in a 
world of violence and rac-
ism is an emotional tale 
that still holds thematic rel-
evance today,” the release 
said.

The cast also features 
Kate Veak and Taylor 
Brown as Anita, Brett Fred-
rickson as Riff and Mar-
cine Gladney as Bernardo, 
while the music and lyrics 
are by Leonard Bernstein 
and Stephen Sondheim, 
respectively. Highlights 
of the production include 
“the exhilarating ‘Mambo’ 
sequence, the thought-pro-
vo k i n g  ‘ S o m ew h e r e ’ 
sequence,  and a quite 
comedic rendition of ‘Gee, 
Officer Krupke,’” accord-
ing to the news release.

“West Side Story” is 
directed and co-choreo-
graphed by Alyssa Dvorak, 
who made her directorial 
debut with last year’s pro-
duction of “Bring It On: 
The Musical.” Lynn Vilk-
er serves as producer and 
head costume designer of 
the production, with Kelsey 

Odorizzi as music director, 
Marsha Heuer as co-chore-
ographer, and Paul Stiller 
and Jonathan Woolums as 
stage managers.

Tickets are $16.50 for 
general admission and 
$11.50 for seniors 65 years 
and older and children/stu-
dents through high school. 
Tickets can be purchased 
in advance or at the door, 
depending on availability. 
For information or to pur-
chase advance tickets, visit 
vact.org.

Photo by Logan Friese Photography
Katelyn Curtin performs 
as a soloist in the song 
“Somewhere” during 
Verona Area Community 
Theater’s upcoming youth 
production of the iconic 
musical “West Side Story.” 

If You Go
What: Verona Area 
Community Theater 
presents “West Side 
Story”
When: 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 27 and Friday, 
April 28; 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, April 29
Where: Verona Area 
High School Performing 
Arts Center, 300 Richard 
St.
Tickets: $16.50 gen-
eral admission, $11.50 
seniors and children 
through high school; in 
advance at vact.org or at 
the door

A tribute to the classics 

AMBER LEVENHAGEN
Unified Newspaper Group

After narrowing down the 
list of classic country tunes 
from 400 to an “almost per-
fect” tribute set list, Jason 
Petty says he can’t wait to 
return to the Madison area to 
perform with Katie Deal of 
the Classic Nashville Road-
show.

The comedic,  classic 
country tribute duo are set 
to perform for the Verona 
Area Performing Arts Series 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 
22. They began perform-
ing together and touring the 
country in 2011, and since 
then they have made five dif-
ferent stops in Wisconsin.

“It broke my heart to cut 
a song, so I had to beg Katie 
to narrow our set list down,” 
Petty said. “We get asked 
all the time why we didn’t 
choose a certain song, but 
if we played every song we 
wanted to, we’d be up here 
for the rest of our lives.”

They created the concert 
series that uses comedy and a 
five-piece band to pay tribute 
and tell the stories of their 
idols, such as Tammy Wyn-
ette, Dolly Parton, Merle 
Haggard and George Jones.

“Those musicians are the 
show. We tell the jokes and 
the stories, but they drive the 
show because in the end, it’s 
about the music,” Petty said.

Petty has received an 
award for his performance 
as Hank in “Hank Williams’ 
Lost Highway,” and Deal has 
performed sold-out shows 
with her portrayal of Patsy 
Cline.

Petty, from Texas, and 
Deal, from Georgia, said they 
grew up with a deep love 
for classic country music. 
Though the genre has blend-
ed and changed throughout 
the years, the group focuses 
on the era of classic country 
before the pop genre infiltrat-
ed the acoustic twang they 
fell in love with.

“We really focus on the 
classic music that people fell 
in love with, we get into a lit-
tle bit with the electric guitar 
in the (19)60s and ‘70s, but 
we focus on the origination 
of where the music came 
from,” Deal told the Press 
during a phone interview 
before one of their recent 

shows in Texas.
“This was the stuff that 

was for the hardworking, 
every day men and women 
of this country. It was music 
that meant something to a 
whole generation because it 
was new, it’s music that has 
meat on the bones,” Petty 
added.

And though both Deal 
and Petty love each of the 
songs they perform, the two 
credit a special tribute at 
the end of the show as their 
favorite part of the perfor-
mance.

“There’s an audience that 
loves these classic songs,” 
Petty said. “We’re doing 
this show for the people 
who love these artists like 
we do.”

Tickets to the show are 
available at vapas.org or by 
calling 848-2787. All seats 
are reserved, and tickets 
are $30 for adults, $28 for 
seniors, and $8 for students 
18 and under.

Contact Amber Levenhagen 
at amber.levenhagen@

wcinet.com.

Classic Nashville 
Roadshow is April 22

Photo submitted
Katie Deal and Jason Petty with the Classic Nashville Road-
show are set to perform for the Verona Area Performing Arts 
Series at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 22.

If You Go
What: VAPAS presents 
the Classic Nashville 
Roadshow
When: 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, April 22
Where: Verona Area High 
School Performing Arts 
Center, 300 Richard St.
Tickets: $30 adults, 
$28 seniors over 65, $8 
students 18 and under
Info: vapas.org,  
848-2787

On the Web
To find out more about the 
performance, visit:

classicnashvilleroadshow.
com


