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notes from the producer

The well-known song “Corner of the Sky” from the musical Pippin exclaims, “I’ve 
got to be where my spirit can run free. Got to find my corner of the sky!” If theater 
is what you love, the challenges of the past year have made finding your corner of 
the sky difficult, but the casts and staff of our spring virtual shows were determined 
to face these challenges and make their theatrical corner of the sky a virtual stage! 

Along with VACT, so many theaters and other artistic venues have spread their 
wings in the virtual realm during the pandemic. The resulting explosion of creativ-
ity has been inspirational and a driving force for VACT to continue creating virtual 
artistic outlets. While it’s not a path we ever envisioned taking, we have been forced 
to reimagine what theater looks like if we want to keep art in the community.

Thank you to all of our directors: Lindsay Carr, Kelly Kendricks, Joanne Rash, 
Henry Gabrielski, Natalie Coombs, Garrett Coombs, Quinn Singer, Katie Monk, 
Caitlin Griebel, Emma Vogel, and Dusty Smith. Their collective talent, creativ-
ity, and support of each other and this project were the backbone of its success. 
Garrett did double duty as our technical director, providing amazing training 
and support for the technical program that brought extra creativity to our virtual 
productions. Claire Johnson and Allison Heil pulled together amazing costumes, 
with Claire modifying her considerable costume skills to focus on the waist up! 
Lynn Vilker gave us so much support with the website and tickets, always willing 
to jump in to learn and troubleshoot the intricacies of linking our ticketing system 
to livestreamed productions. Last, but not least, Sara Pfantz came on during the 
pandemic to take on the role of program creator for VACT, creating a beautiful 
virtual program – I can’t wait to see her work come to life on paper, soon! Finally, 
I would like to send out a special thanks to Alyssa Dvorak, who is moving on from 
VACT and taking her fantastic theatrical skills, choreography, and creativity to a 
new place to have new adventures! Her support of VACT and of these virtual proj-
ects (and of me), has been amazing and I will miss seeing her smiling face around 
VACT.  

While we’re not sure how much longer we’ll have to trade stage directions like “en-
ter stage left” for “mute yourself here” or “turn your camera on here,” virtual theater 
continues to force us be flexible, creative, and resilient and we are so glad we had 
time with our youth casts to build these fantastic productions and practice all these 
skills to their fullest! 

Enjoy the shows!
Sara Ward-Cassady
Virtual Youth Shows Producer 



Thank you so much for attending our Spring Virtual Youth Productions! Like 
many arts organizations, COVID-19 has caused a great deal of change for VACT 

and we face a tremendous amount of uncertainty moving forward. We are so 
grateful for all of the support we have received since the pandemic began. While 

we don’t know when we will be able to resume our regular productions, your 
support will help us come back stronger than ever when it is safe to do so. We will 

always strive to reach new theatrical heights alongside members of the greater 
Verona area and surrounding communities, and will always work to make our 

programs accessible to anyone. If you’re a theater lover who is in a position to help, 
please consider making a donation to VACT. 

Visit www.vact.org/donate-now to make your donation today! 

DONATE NOW!

the program staff

Producer .....................................................................  Sara Ward-Cassady
Technical Director  .......................................................... Garrett Coombs
Costume Directors .....................................  Claire Johnson, Allison Heil
Program ....................................................................................  Sara Pfantz
Tickets & Webmaster .............................................................  Lynn Vilker
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synopsis

Everyone at NASA thinks that Dr. Weaver’s Mars colony is a joke, because it’s full of average 
joes instead of astronauts. Their mission? To grow the first eggplant on Mars. As Dr. Weaver 
takes reports from the self-appointed experts, disappointed sci-fi fans, and customer service 
nightmares that inhabit the colony under the leadership of the arrogant Commander,  
the mission starts to seem impossible. But could there be more to the story than they’re 
letting on? 

the production team

Written by Kathryn Funkhouser
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. 

(www.playscripts.com)
Directed by Lindsay Platt

the cast list

Dr. Weaver   ........................................................................................................... Molly Horowitz
Commander Fillion  ..............................................................................................  Carsten Tereba
Sam / Dr. Dent  .............................................................................................................  Aiden Frey
Karen  ..................................................................................................................... Abby Murawski
Charlie  ..........................................................................................................................  Sofia Ruder
Jess  ........................................................................................................................... Charlee Marks
Quinn  ............................................................................................................................ Ella Morris
Robin  ..........................................................................................................................  Kira Wagner



synopsis

Two uptight public-television hosts find themselves broadcasting live from their nightmares 
when they are forced to sit down with some of the internet’s most ridiculous influencers. 
The confused duo soon find themselves interviewing internet stars who’ve made their mark 
in everything from terrible song parodies, to perplexing makeup tutorials, to unhinged 
conspiracy theories about popular cookies. 

the production team

Written by Carrie McWethy (McCrossen), Meg McCrossen
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. 

(www.playscripts.com)
Co-Directed by Joanne Rash

Co-Directed by Henry Gabrielski

the cast list 
(5th-6th Grade Production)

 
Blumenthal  ...................................................................................................  Rowan Broadbridge
Chef & Alex  ...................................................................................................  Nevyn Emmanuelli
KT & Danny  ........................................................................................................  Elliot Gabrielski
Harris  .....................................................................................................................  Lucy Gardener
Rian & Jac’lin  ..............................................................................................................  Brie Kiefert
RF Williams & TY  ................................................................................................. Helen Milhans
Joey & Tony  .......................................................................................................  Payton Sarbacker



synopsis

Everyone loves a good crop circle—that is, everyone but world-renowned peanut planter 
Farmer Carter. This fine farmer is devastated to learn his entire year’s yield of peanuts has 
been damaged by someone—or something—just a day before the circus comes to town! 
With the help of his wife, Eleanor, and their junk-food-addicted twin daughters, Farmer 
Carter hires a private investigator to get to the bottom of this perplexing peanut puzzle.

the production team

Written by Victoria Sayeg
Produced by special arrangement with  

THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. of Woodstock, Illinois.
Directed by Natalie and Garrett Coombs

the cast list

Eleanor/Bertha  ..................................................................................................  Claudia Apodoca
Jan  ................................................................................................................................  Amelia Frey
Beatrice the Beautiful Bearded Lady/Others  ............................................................  Jenna Heil
Detective  ...................................................................................................................  Chase Kleber
Lionel Lion Tamer/Hipster Protester/Others  .................................................... Adri Leuschen
Farmer Carter/Farmer Sampson  ...................................................................  Nolan McDermid
Scientist  ................................................................................................................... Ellie McKillips
Twin 2  .................................................................................................................... Christine Piller
Poof the Juggler/Protester Organizer/Others  ...................................................  Ethan Scheeler
Voice-Over Detective  .............................................................................................  Stella Tincher
Twin 1  ......................................................................................................................... Anya Vasam
Ringmaster/CIABATTA Receptionist/Others  ................................................  Evie Vesperman
Bartholomew the Clown/Randy/Others  ............................................................... Gabe Wilson



synopsis

It ends up even Shakespeare’s characters are in lockdown!  Forced to remain in isolation 
until further notice, four tragic characters make time to join a self-help group, virtually 
of course!  Tragic characters Ophelia, Lady Anne, Romeo, and Juliet seek support at the 
Tragedians Anonymous group led by Prospero, where the meeting’s theme is, “Identify 
those who wrong us and those who we wrong.”  

the production team

Written by Rebecca Salomonsson
Produced by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service, Denver CO

Directed by Kelly Kendricks

the cast list

Ophelia  .......................................................................................................................  Ellie Leibold
Lady Anne  ..............................................................................................................  Eleanor Steger
Hamlet/Lord Montague  ..........................................................................................  Erin Cassady
Juliet  .........................................................................................................................  Lorelei Lawry
Weakness/Lady Capulet  .....................................................................................  Maddie Dahlen
Fate/King Richard  ..................................................................................................... Rayna Vogel
Prospero  .............................................................................................................  Emma Eckmayer
Romeo  ................................................................................................................................  Ty Herb
Claudius/Lady Montague  .................................................................................  Caroline Soukup
Polonius/Lord Capulet  ......................................................................................  Reese Krebsbach
Hamlet’s Fatal Flaw  ................................................................................................. Callie Lederer
Deception/Billiam Shakespeare  ........................................................................... Liliana Cuevas



synopsis

A casting director has one day to find an actor to fill the role of a lawyer in a crime procedural. 
But what seems like a simple task proves impossible when the pool of actors includes stage 
thespians who can’t tone it down for the screen, performers completely unable to keep 
themselves in frame, and an actor who seems to believe this is a toothpaste commercial. 

the production team

Written by Ian McWethy, Carrie McWethy (McCrossen)
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. 

(www.playscripts.com)
Directed by Emma Vogel

the cast list

Casting Director  ....................................................................................................... Sophia Hopp
Regina  .................................................................................................................... Avery Haworth
Gina/Carmen/Uma  ........................................................................................  Emerson DeRouin
Kellin/Jeff/Tom  ..........................................................................................................  Nathan Heil
Tandy/Greta/Phyllis  ................................................................................................  Sydney Weiss
Wendy/Rory  ...........................................................................................................  Kirsten Lonski



synopsis

When a man is accused of abducting half a dozen cats, it’s a simple open-and-shut case, 
even for a jury that’s filled with oddballs like a dim-witted PR flack, a bickering couple, and 
a creep obsessed with french fries. After all, every scrap of evidence indicts the accused. 
And yet, Juror #8, a wannabe lawyer, believes that the “Cat Burglar” is innocent. Will he be 
able to sway the other jury members? Or will they side with Juror #3, the only sane one in 
the room?

the production team

Written by Ian McWethy
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. 

(www.playscripts.com)
Directed by Katie Monk

Technical & Assistant Director Caitlin Griebel 

the cast list

Judge  .......................................................................................................................  Phoebe Yancey
Foreman  .........................................................................................................  Theodora Leuschen
Two  ............................................................................................................................  Lizzie Owens
Three .......................................................................................................................... Payton Bystol
Four  ........................................................................................................................  Phoebe Yancey
Five  ..............................................................................................................................  Nathan Heil
Six  ..............................................................................................................................  Hannah True
Seven  .........................................................................................................................  Erin Cassady 
Eight  ....................................................................................................................... Ben McDonald
Nine  ...........................................................................................................................  Silas Milhans
Ten  ..............................................................................................................................  Morty Arnol
Eleven  ...........................................................................................................................  John Olajos
Twelve  ........................................................................................................................  Ella Baldock
Guard  ........................................................................................................................  Hannah True
Donald  ...................................................................................................................  Phoebe Yancey
Brad  ........................................................................................................................... Payton Bystol
Shelly  .........................................................................................................................  Erin Cassady



synopsis

Two uptight public-television hosts find themselves broadcasting live from their nightmares 
when they are forced to sit down with some of the internet’s most ridiculous influencers. 
The confused duo soon find themselves interviewing internet stars who’ve made their mark 
in everything from terrible song parodies, to perplexing makeup tutorials, to unhinged 
conspiracy theories about popular cookies.

the production team

Written by Carrie McWethy (McCrossen), Meg McCrossen
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. 

(www.playscripts.com)
Directed by Quinn Singer

the cast list 
(7th-8th grade production)

Harris  .........................................................................................................................  Ben Freiberg
Blumenthal  .......................................................................................................................  Ava Soat
R.F. Williams/Ty  ......................................................................................................  Aria Johnson
Rian/Alex  ...................................................................................................................  Morty Arnol
Joey/Melodie  ................................................................................................................... Lanee Joe
KT/Jac’lin  ..............................................................................................................  Kate Wilkinson
Toni Gloss/Chef  ........................................................................................................  Natalie Popp



synopsis

Evan is pretty surprised when he joins a video call and finds his ex Della on it, but even more 
surprised to find that she’s calling from a year earlier, when they were still together. Before 
they can even start to guess what’s going on, Evan’s unstable flame from one year in the 
future logs on - and that’s before things start to get weird. According to a wild-haired time-
hopping scientist, Evan and Della have to keep their future on its predetermined course 
despite what they might hear from the Hindenburg, their kids, or their future overlords. 
But what if there’s a way out of this virtual time vortex where no one joins a cult or clones 
themselves?

the production team

Written by Ian McWethy
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc. 

(www.playscripts.com)
Directed by Dusty Smith

the cast list

The Breakup That Broke Time
Della  ..............................................................................................................................  Izzi Jaeckle
Evan  ............................................................................................................................... Alex Betzle
Melody  ...................................................................................................................  Grace Freiberg
Chad  ...........................................................................................................................  Stella Jaeckle
Dr. Browne  ......................................................................................................... Jordan Dermody
Evan Jr.  ...............................................................................................................  Karter Erlandson
Della Jr.  .........................................................................................................  Grace Traynor-Croft
Martin  ....................................................................................................................  Grace Freiberg
Janine ..............................................................................................................................  Nadia Veit
Evellas ........................................................................................ Stella Jaeckle, Karter Erlandson, 

Nadia Veit, Grace Traynor-Croft, Grace Freiberg



recent VACT Productions
2010 Barefoot in the Park; The Music Man, Jr.; Race to the Finish; FAME; 
 Children of Eden; White Christmas 
2011 Guys and Dolls; Stone Soup; Disney’s Beauty and the Beast Jr.; Footloose; 
 The Wizard of Oz; Undertow: The Musical 
2012  Noises Off; Welcome to the Jungle; Seussical Jr.; Grease; Encore! 2012:  
 Celebrating 20 Years; High Society; The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
2013  The Producers; Disney’s Winnie The Pooh, Kids; Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr.;  
 Legally Blonde, The Musical; Peter Pan; Seven Brides for Seven Brothers;  The Best 
 Christmas Pageant Ever
2014 Heaven Can Wait; Disney’s 101 Dalmatians, KIDS; Encore Jr.; Bye Bye Birdie; 
 The Music Man; How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying;  
 Getting to Know The Sound of Music; White Christmas
2015 Singin’ In The Rain; Aladdin, KIDS; Hairspray Jr.; The Drowsy Chaperone;  
 Shrek The Musical; Forever Plaid; Elf The Musical Jr.; A Very Merry Hometown 
 Christmas
2016 Brighton Beach Memoirs; Dinosaurs Before Dark, KIDS; High School Musical Jr.;  
 Bring It On the Musical; Mary Poppins; Billy Elliot the Musical; A Seussified  
 Christmas Carol; It’s A Wonderful Life the Musical
2017 South Pacific; The Lion King, KIDS; Guys and Dolls Jr.; West Side Story; The Little  
 Mermaid; Sister Act the Musical; Stone Soup; Godspell Jr.
2018 The Hunchback of Notre Dame; Bus Stop; A Race To The Finish; The Jungle Book  
 KIDS; Bye Bye Birdie YPE; Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka; Little Shop of Horrors; Annie  
 KIDS; Legally Blonde Jr.; A Christmas Story
2019 The Odd Couple; Three Nanny Goats Gruff; The Aristocats KIDS; 42nd Street YPE;  
 Disney’s Newsies; Chitty Chitty Bang Bang; Young Frankenstein; We Are Monsters;  
 Disney’s Frozen Jr.
2020 Mamma Mia!; 4 Weddings and An Elvis; VAcT Virtual Theater Fall 2020; A Very Virtual  
 Merry Hometown Holiday
2021 The Importance of Being Earnest In a Pandemic

For a complete list of VACT’s past productions since 1992, please visit  
www.vact.org /page-pp

Verona Area Community Theater, Inc
VACT, Inc. originated in the summer of 1992 and is now producing ten shows a year. From the 
beginning, our goal has been to offer the people in the Verona Area community opportunities to 
utilize their talents in all facets of the arts. Our primary goal is to have fun! If you are interested in 

participating in any way, please contact one of the board members listed below: 

VACT Inc., Board of Directors

Officers 
President: Dale Nickels 

Secretary: Elizabeth Kraemer 
Treasurer: Brian Johnson

Additional Members 
Tom Arnol, Dee Baldock, Terry Dvorak,  

Kendra Johnson, Marie Kyle, Matthew Pulda,  
Lynn Vilker, Sara Ward-Cassady



SUMMER CAMPS

https://www.vact.org

emma@vact.org


