
Footloose Plot/Character Guide 
 
PLOT:  
 
One of the most explosive movie musicals in recent memory bursts onto the live stage with exhilarating results. 
When Ren and his mother move from Chicago to a small farming town, Ren is prepared for the inevitable 
adjustment period at his new high school. What he isn't prepared for are the rigorous local edicts, including a ban on 
dancing instituted by the local preacher, determined to exercise the control over the town's youth that he cannot 
command in his own home. When the reverend's rebellious daughter sets her sights on Ren, her roughneck 
boyfriend tries to sabotage Ren's reputation, with many of the locals eager to believe the worst about the new kid. 
The heartfelt story that emerges is of a father longing for the son he lost and of a young man aching for the father 
who walked out on him. 
 
CHARACTERS:  
 
Ren McCormick  

- Male, high schooler 
- Fun loving young man who seems to attract trouble. Struggles with his dad's departure and copes with 

his new surroundings  
- Main Song: Can’t Stand Still, Almost Paradise  

 
Willard Hewitt 

- Male, high schooler 
- Ren's country male friend. Loyal and ready to defend anyone's honor. Shy around girls  
- Main Song: Mama Says 

 
Reverend Shaw Moore  

- Male  
- Pastor/Spiritual leader and civic influence. Heartbroken - covers it up with his passion for religion and 

rules. Has a hard time communicating with Ariel, but still loves her, he just can't express it.  
- Main Song: Heaven Help Me 

 
Vi Moore  

- Female 
- Rev. Moore's wife. Supportive of her husband, but has her own opinions and has learned how to voice 

them with the reverend. Loving person  
- Main Song: Can You Find It In Your Heart?  

 
Ariel Moore  

- Female, high schooler 
- Feisty daughter of Reverend Moore. Acts out against her father to get attention. Interested in Ren  
- Main Song: Holding Out for a Hero, Almost Paradise  

 
Rusty 

- Female, high schooler  
- Ariel's best friend, Fun loving girl. Trying to get Willard's attention.  
- Main Song: Let’s Hear it for the Boy  

 



Urleen 
- Female, high schooler  
- Ariel's friend...tries to give advice  

 
Wendy Jo  

- Female, high schooler  
- Ariel's friend...tries to give advice  

 
Ethel McCormack 

- Female 
- Ren’s mom, has to be strong for Ren - her own emotions show through occasionally  

 
Chuck Cranston  

- Male, older high schooler  
- Ariel's boyfriend. Rough, demanding and jealous  

 
Jeter 

- Male, high schooler 
- Supports Ren in his quest for a dance  

 
Bickle  

- Male, high schooler 
- Supports Ren in his quest for a dance 

 
Garvin  

- Male, high schooler 
- Supports Ren in his quest for a dance 

 
Lyle  

- Male, high schooler 
- Chuck's buddy, Does whatever Chuck says  

 
Travis 

- Male, high schooler 
- Chuck's buddy, Does whatever Chuck says  

 
Wes Warnicker  

- Male  
- Ren's uncle. Loyal to Reverend Moore. Conflicted with loyalty and true to his family.  

 
Lulu Warnicker  

- Female  
- Ren's aunt. Outspoken and believes the gossip about Ren  

 
Coach Roger Dunbar  

- Male 
- High school coach. Rev. Moore loyalist  

 



Principal Clark  
- Male or Female 
- High school principal. Rev Moore loyalist  

 
Eleanor Dunbar  

- Female 
- Coaches wife  

 
Betty Blast 

- Female 
- Owner of the Burger Blast 

 
Ensemble Groups:  
Chicago Friends  
High School Students Male & Female 
Cowboys/Cowgirls (many named roles within)  
Council Members  
Adult Congregation of Reverend Moore’s church  
 
 
 


