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Each year, the FIRST
Lego League launches
a new annual challenge,
intended to provide youth
with experience in a real-
world scientific area.

This year’s theme is “city
shapers,” asking teams to
answer the question “What if
you could build a better world?
‘Where would you begin?”’

For six local competitors,
their answer was downtown
Verona.

On Monday, Nov. 11,
Owen Welty, Will Wallace,
Carter Pum, Jack Ross and
Patrick Lindsey presented
their vision to the Verona
Common Council (Nathan
Heil was not present) to ful-
fill part of their project.

The League is a partner-
ship between the Lego com-
pany and the international
nonprofit organization For
Inspiration and Recognition
of Science and Technology
or FIRST, which encourages

youth to build leadership and
life skills in areas of science,
technology, engineering and
math, or STEM. The proj-
ects are scored on creativity,
research, innovation and how
well the team shares their
ideas with a group of profes-
sionals.

“They wanted to fulfill
the challenge requirement
but also get legitimate feed-
back to see if it’s a feasi-
ble idea,” parent and coach
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The Destroyerbots team is made up of six boys from
Savanna Oaks Middle School.

Errin Welty said of their
presentation to the council.

The boys, all students
at Savanna Oaks Mid-
dle School, presented
a research proposal to
improve the sustainability
of the parking lot behind
AJ’s Pizzeria and Diner on
Main Street. The boys esti-
mated the cost of imple-
menting their proposal to be
$222,301.

“They had to come up

with an innovative idea
to address a local prob-
lem they found,” Errin
said. “The research project
should create a more useful,
more sustainable, or bet-
ter experience to address a
problem in the team’s com-
munity.”

Some of the problems
they identified with the site
included cracked pavement
in the parking lot, lack of
shade and excess heat, no
place to sit or eat, and runoff.

“Our goal was to improve
an underutilized space in
our community. We chose
the parking lot and blank
wall behind AJ’s pizza. We
wanted to make it a more
productive and appealing
space while also making it
environmentally friendly,”
Carter Pum said.

They proposed turning
the blank wall on the back-
side of the building into a
“living wall” which would
use compost from food
waste combined with rain-
water to grow plants. They

talked to AJ’s Pizzeria to
calculate how much waste
is generated by the business
and estimated they could
collect 21,996 pounds of
compostable waste per year.

They also consulted with
Upper Sugar River Water-
shed Association to under-
stand runoff from near-
by businesses into Sugar
Creek.

They suggested replac-
ing the concrete with more
sustainable, permeable
pavement to reduce runoff
and flooding. One of these
materials is TPR, made
from plastic and glass,
which is stronger than con-
crete or porcelain cement
and takes less carbon to
manufacture. They also
suggested a material made
from fly ash.

The council seemed
impressed by the proposal
from the six young men.

“I think it’s excellent
work, you guys have done
an excellent job,” Mayor
Luke Diaz said in response

Lego agueteam presents to city

to the presentation. “I think
this is how you end up with
a good downtown — it’s
minor improvement on top
of minor improvement.
I’m super impressed by the
research you’ve done, it’s
top notch work.”

The team coordinated
with the BadgerBOTS
Robotics Education Cen-
ter its first year but is
now run independent-
ly, under the team name
Destroyerbots, compet-
ing directly with other
teams in the region in the
FIRST Lego League chal-
lenge. This is the team’s
fourth year.

The FIRST Lego
League’s other annual chal-
lenge is the Robot Games,
where teams participate in a
series of robotics missions.

The Destroyerbots partic-
ipated in the regional robot-
ics tournament at Madison
College on Nov. 16. They
passed regionals and will
appear in Waukesha Feb. 8
for sectionals.

VACT announces
youth shows’ casts

Around 400 kids
will be performing
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Almost 400 area kids
have been cast in the first
four youth shows of 2020
for the Verona Area Com-
munity Theater.

VACT this month
announced its casts for
“Pajama Party,” “Seus-
sical KIDS,” Getting To
Know... Footloose,” and
“Chicago.”

From Thursday, April
2, to Saturday, April 4,
66 performers in kinder-
garten through first grade
will perform in “Pajama
Party!” a 20-minute musi-
cal about getting ready for
bedtime. There are two
casts, and each will per-
form two of the four April
shows.

Being sold on the same
ticket as “Pajama Party!”
is “Seussical KIDS,” a
musical starring Horton
the Elephant, the Cat in
the Hat and other famil-
iar Dr. Seuss characters
played by 120 performers
in grades 2-4.

As with “Pajama Par-
ty!” there are two casts for
“Seussical KIDS,” each
performing two of the four
productions.

Also from April 2-4, 100

performers in grades 5-8
will appear in “Getting To
Know... Footloose,” the
famous musical adapted
specifically for youth per-
formers.

“Footloose” tells the
story of a young man and
his mother who move to
a small rural conservative
town from Chicago and
the adjustment that fol-
lows for the young man.

There is only one cast
performing all four “Foot-
loose” shows.

One hundred actors in
grades 9-12 will star in
the high school edition of
the hit musical “Chicago”
from Thursday, April 16,
to Saturday, April 18.

This adaptation of “Chi-
cago” removes the sexual
references and adult lan-
guage of the regular pro-
duction. It still tells the
story of two jailed women
on trial for murder who
share not only the same
lawyer but also share the
same desire for fame and
publicity.

Some actors in minor
roles will appear in all
four performances, while
the lead roles will be split
between two actors each
performing in the roles
twice.

For the cast lists for
these four shows and to
purchase tickets, visit vact.
org.

Cheese raffle set for

Local youth athlete
with Spina Bifida
will benefit
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A cheese auction next
weekend will help a Savan-
na Oaks Middle School sev-
enth grader participate in
high school track and field
in spring 2020.

Andrew Cassiday has
Spina Bifida and uses a
wheelchair. Paul’s Party, a
nonprofit that raises funds
for kids with physical dis-
abilities, is hosting the
event, from 1-4 p.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 5 at the Wisconsin
Brewing Company, 1079
American Way.

Proceeds from the cheese
raffle will help him pur-
chase a special racing chair
and a throwing stand for
shot put.

The raffle is open to the
public and there will be free
food sponsored by Sugar
River Pizza. Emmi Roth
donated the cheese for the
raffle.

Attendees may buy a
paddle to participate in the
raffle and can win cheese,
drinks and T-shirts.

Both of Cassiday’s broth-
ers are runners, and he is
looking forward to being
able to compete in track and
field at VAHS just as they
did.
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Andrew Cassiday looks forward to participating in track in
spring with a special racing wheelchair.

While he will compete
in different races from
those of other runners, he
will still be on the same
team.

Paul’s Party helps youth
with physical disabilities
afford sled hockey equip-
ment, racing wheelchairs,
adaptive bikes, summer
sports camps, and other

items that are more expen-
sive for disabled kids than
for able bodied kids. The
nonprofit is in the midst
of an initiative to find kids
throughout the state to buy
track gear for, so they can
compete on their school
teams.

Cassiday is currently a
member of the Wiscon-
sin Skeeters, a sled hockey

Jan. 5

If You Go

What: Cheese raffle
fundraiser for Andrew
Cassiday}

When: 1-4 p.m., Sunday,
Jan.5

Where: Wisconsin
Brewing Gompany, 1079
American Way}

Info: paulsparty.org

team enabling youth and
adults to play hockey sitting
down in an adaptive sled.
He also has played on the
Mad City Badgers wheel-
chair basketball team.

Fitchburg resident Kath-
ie Kiesau Natzke founded
the charity in honor of her
son, Paul, who also had
Spina Bifida and died when
he was 15 in August 2017.
Paul, too, was a member
of the Wisconsin Skeeters
and the Verona High School
track team.

“With some sports,
you have to be on a team
adapted for you, but the
cool thing about the indi-
vidual nature of track is
that you can be a member
of the regular team while
competing in wheelchair
events, which is an honor,”
Natzke said.

Neal Patten, Verona Com-
munity Reporter, can be
contacted at neal.patten @
wcinet.com.

Candidacy filing deadline for spring elections nears
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Anyone interested in run-
ning for public office in
local or regional races has
until Jan. 7 to file candidacy
papers.

For offices in the city
and town of Verona, Vero-
na Area School District

and Dane County Board of
Supervisors, the deadline
to turn in all required doc-
uments is 5 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 7. There are a few
townships throughout the
county that instead rely on
a caucus system to decide
candidates for the Tues-
day, April 7, spring elec-
tion.

Most races require decla-
ration of candidacy and sig-
natures from residents who
live in the respective district
in order to file for the elec-
tion. Other races require the
candidate to file campaign
and personal finance state-
ments.

The majority of seats in
the Verona area will have an

incumbent, with the excep-
tions of town Sup. Manfred
Enburg and county Sup.
Jason Knoll.

To confirm the require-
ments for each race, con-
tact the clerks for the city,
town and school district.
For Dane County Board
of Supervisors, visit clerk.
countyofdane.com.
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